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	If we can take close-up photos of Mars, surely we can do something for our patients with scleroderma.
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Rheumatologists:

Dr. Maysan Abu-Hakima,  Calgary 

Dr. Murray Baron,  Montreal 

Dr. Mary Bell, Toronto 

Dr. Arthur  Bookman, Toronto 
Dr. Peter Docherty, Moncton 

Dr. James Dunne, Vancouver 

Dr. Marvin J Fritzler, Calgary

Dr. Marie Hudson, Montreal 

Dr. Elzbieta Kaminska, Hamilton 

Dr. Sharon Le Clercq, Edmonton

Dr. Jean-Luc Senecal, Montreal 

Dr. Douglas Smith, Ottawa 

Dr. Evelyn Sutton, Halifax
Our Collaborators:

Mr. Robert Buzza, President,  Scleroderma Society of Canada

Dr. Gad Freidman, Gastroenterologist

Dr. Andrew Hirsch, Respirologist

Dr. Caroline Pukall, Psychologist

Dr. Lawrence Rudski, Cardiologist

Dr. Ian Shrier, Epidemiologist

Dr. Russell Steele, Statistician


	Our First Newsletter

We know that you are just begging for more reading material so here it is, the first edition of the Canadian Scleroderma Research Group Newsletter. 

We would like to get this out to you every few months.  A regular  newsletter has potential to be an important tool for our group, both in terms of keeping each other in touch with what is going on, but also as a way of letting our lay partners know about our progress.

The Quebec City Workshop

On Sept 5 and 6 we held a successful workshop at the Chateau Frontenac in Quebec City. Thanks to the support of Wyeth/Amgen we were able to come in under budget.   

We had a chance to go over the data collection forms in detail and were able to agree on a common form.  Dr. Marie Hudson will be putting together all the suggestions into the next draft and will circulate this to everyone for feedback. The next draft should be available soon thereafter and we would like everyone to try it out on 5 or 6 patients and then give us more feedback before we commit to the final protocol.[image: image1.jpg]



We agreed on a protocol for authorship for any articles that come out of our work.  In essence this will depend on how many authors the journal accepts.  The first author will be the one who did most of the work and writing and the next few will be listed in order of contribution.  Then the rest of the rheumatologists who contributed patients, listed in alphabetical order. If the journal does not accept this many authors, then that group will be listed as "and the Canadian Scleroderma Research Group" and the names will be listed in alphabetical order in the article.  We believe that in most cases this article can be included in your C.V.

Money Comes Pouring In   

We aren't rich yet bit we have already received financial support from the Scleroderma Society of Canada and from Actelion Pharmaceuticals.
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The Scleroderma Society is a patient run organization whose president is Robert Buzza.  They have written a cheque for $25,000 for the creation of a computer database and they have promised $10,000 a year for the next 2 years for the maintenance of this database.

Actelion, the makers of Bosentan (Tracleer), have promised an additional $50,000 on the proviso that our CIHR application for "Development of the Canadian Scleroderma Research Group" is funded.

If the grant is funded we will have $175,000 which should be enough to get our project going.

CIHR Grant Application Submitted Set 15, 2003
The Institute for Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis (IMHA) is one of the institutes of the CIHR.  The IMHA put out a request for applications in June 2003 for "Team Planning and Development Grants - Developing New Research Teams to Enhance the Quality of Life".  

· The specific objectives of the Planning and Development Grants' initiative must address at minimum one of IMHA's three research priority themes and should include: Engagement of researchers from a number of disciplines and/or cross pillars for the collaborative development of a program of investigation relevant to IMHA's three research themes that will lead to the eventual submission of future proposals under IMHA' s strategic initiatives and/or through CIHR's open grants competition; 

· Inclusion of at least one or two excellent New Investigators as part of the proposed team who will use the pilot data generated from this development grant to form a successful New Emerging Team (or successful team in the open competition) at CIHR. 

We felt that we crossed pillars by having a large clinical group as [image: image5.wmf]well as Drs Marvin Fritzler and Jean-Luc Senecal who both have a strong lab interest.  We crossed disciplines by including a respirologist, gastroenterologist, cardiologist, psychologist and epidemiologist.

Marie Hudson, a newly "fellowshipped" rheumatologist and current post-doc in epidemiology, and Caroline Pukall, a recent PhD psychologist and current post-doc student at McGill, are excellent New Investigators with the potential to apply for many future grants in Scleroderma research.

We hear from the CIHR in December.
We Need a Creative Volunteer 

Who would like to take on the task of getting this newsletter out every few months ? 

Not only should we  communicate with each other, but we must let others know where we are and where we want to go.

Raising funds for our project will be a key to our success and our lay partners have already seen that our star is rising and have expressed an interest in helping us.

We will need their expertise and enthusiasm for raising funds to keep our project on its feet.  Everything we can do to maintain communication with potential fundraisers, and to let them share our excitement, will be helpful and will undoubtedly bear fruit in the future.

Please, if you think you can do this job and make this important contribution to our project, contact Murray Baron in Montreal.



	C/O

Murray Baron, MD 

Suite A216 

3755 Cote St Catherine Rd Montreal 

H3T 1E2

Tel: 514-340-8231,

fax:514-340-7906,

email: mbaron@rhu.jgh.mcgill.ca
CIHR Research Pillars:

· basic biomedical science 

· clinical science

· health systems and services

· social, cultural and other factors that affect the health of populations
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